The results are presented as a table with 20 columns. The information given in originals is not always sufficient to allow entries in all columns. The first 10 columns give geological information and information about sampling, columns 13-1 6 give the results of a statistical analysis of the observed directions of magnetization, and columns 17-19 give an interpretation of the results of this analysis in terms of an assumed model (the geocentric dipole model) of the Earth's field.
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Identification numbers are entered in column 2. Information about the rock units studied is given in columns 3 and,+. Its geological age is specified by these period symbols: Quaternary Q, Tertiary T, Jurassic J, Triassic 1, Permian P, Carboniferous C, Devonian D, Silurian S and Pre-Cambrian PG. Subdivisions of periods from Cambrian to Cretaceous, where recognized, are denoted by u, m or 1. Epochs within the Tertiary (Palaeocene, Eocene, etc.) are denoted by Tpa, To, Tm and Tp. Subdivision of the Pre-Cambrian is not attempted. The symbols given in column 3 refer to the geological age of the rock unit studied and not necessarily to the period at which the magnetization was acquired, unless evidence (noted in particular in column 9) is described in the original which allow it to be reasonably supposed that the directions of magnetization were acquired at the time the rock unit was formed.
The thickness of the rock unit which has been sampled is given in column 5 , and in column 6 the spread of samples is indicated, either as an area, or as a distance between extreme localities in those cases where the localities are few or are distributed along a zone rather than over an area. Pieces of rock or cores, separately oriented, are referred to as samples, and from them one or more specimens are usually cut. The numbers of samples and specimens are entered in columns 7 and 8.
The stability tests carried out are noted in column 9. The tests noted here are these: fold test f d , igneous contact work ct, and alternating field demagnetization ac. The presence of reversals in the same rock sequence is a strong argument in favour of stability and this information is recorded in columns 11 and 12 which give the percentage of positive and negative polarizations. The convention is to regard the direction as negative (positive) when the pole towards which the north (south) seeking magnetization points is in the present-day northern hemisphere. This convention leads to ambiguities in the Pre-Cambrian but is generally suitable -- Columns 13 and 14 contain estimates of the mean direction of magnetization; the declination Dm is reckoned clockwise east from true north, and Im, the inclination, is regarded as negative if the direction is upwards and positive when below the horizontal. For rock units in which the beds are undisturbed the horizontal is the present-day horizontal, but if the beds have been tilted the horizontal is assumed to be the bedding plane which, in the case of igneous rocks, is obtained from adjacent sediments. Columns 15 and 16 contain estimates of the precision of the observations and the error in the mean. Unless otherwise stated in footnotes these values have been obtained using Fisher's analysis (Fisher 1953) ; the precision is an estimate, k, of Fisher's K and describes the distribution of points about the mean direction. The error angle a is the half-angle in degrees of the cone, whose axis is the mean direction, within which the true mean lies with a probability of 95 per cent. The precision and error are not always comparable as between different entries, since they have been calculated using differing schemes for weighting according to the number of specimens, samples and collecting sites and according to variation in the withinsample ks, within-site kw and between-site k b precision. Where adequate information is available in the original the procedures used are indicated in footnotes.
In columns 17 and 18 the northern hemisphere co-ordinates of the palaeomagnetic poles are given. The errors dt,h and dx are the semiaxes of the elliptical error area round the pole at a probability of 95 per cent, dt,h in the colatitude direction and dx perpendicular to it. Pole positions are given only in those cases where they are given in the original, or, in those cases where results have been obtained from a large body of data for which the magnetic stability and coverage are well documented.
